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PREFACE

Alienation of Tribal Land in the country is one of the major
problems and it has been idéntified as one of the important causes
of tribal unrest in India. The Rural Development Department,

- Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India, convened a meet-

ing of the Directors of the Tribal Research Institutes located in
various States of India in Shastri Bhawn, New Delhi on 20th
January 1987. The meeting was chaired by Sri K.B. Saxena, Joint
Secretary (Land Reforms). Sri D. Bandopadhaya, Secretary, Rural
Development Deptt., Government of India, inaugurated the meet-
ing. The Secretary pointed out that there was a wide gap be-
tween the incidence of land alienation cases reported and the
actual alienation cases. .

In this meeting it was decided that the Tribal Research Insti-
tutes in the country would undertake a sample survey of the
alienation of tribal land in their respective States within the quick-
est possible time and the expenditure to be incurred in this con-

~ nection would be borne by the Government of India.

The Tribal Research Institute, Assam, had conducted the
field survey in ten tribal villages within the tribal belts and blocks,
five tribal villages outside the jurisdiction of tribal belts and blocks,
five tribal villages in the hill areas of Assam and five tribal vil-
lages affected by the installation of the Dhansiri Irrigation Project
in Darrang District and the Jagiroad Paper Mill under the
Hindusthan Paper Corporation of India in the Nagaon District,
from June to August 1987, with a view to find out the extent of
alienation of tribal land.

On 11th February 1988 the Joint Secretary (Land Reforms)
had taken another.meeting with the Directors of the Tribal Re-
search Institutes where the draft reports submitted by various
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REPORT ON
THE SURVEY OF
ALIENATION OF TRIBAL LAND IN
. ASSAM.

INTRODUCTION

Alienation of tribal land, like in the other states of India where
tribal population constitutes a significant percentage, is one of
the major problems faced by the tribal communities of Assam
and it has been continuing from pre-independence days till to-
day. However, that the then leaders of Assam were quite alive to
the situations arising out of this problem would be known from
the facts stated in the subsequent paras. Just after independence,
the Congress Ministry in Assam headed by late Gopinath
Bordoloi, had taken steps for the creation of Belts and Blocks
for tribals and backward classes by amending the Assam Land
and Revenue Regulation Act 1886 by adding chapter X in 1947.
Sub-Section (IT) of Section 160 of this Amendment Act empow-
ers the State Government of Assam to adopt such measures as it
deems fit for protection of those classes who on account of their
primitjve condition and lack of education or material advantage
are incapable of looking after their welfare in so far as such wel-
fare depends upon their having sufficient land for their mainte-

* nance. In accordance with the above section, Belts and Blocks

numbering 37 for the protection of land of the tribals and other
down-trodden classes were created in the State of Assam ex-
cluding the Sixth Schedule Areas.

GENESIS OF TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS
Now let us examine why the Bordoloi Ministry had initiated
steps for the creation of Tribal Belts and Blocks by amending the




Assam Land and Revenue Regulation A j

attainment of independence in 1g9l:l7. In fac:tthlescgri:’:ilztn Z?(:i'r 'tbhel
}3elt§ anq Blocks had a direct relationship with the lar o ?
1mm%gratlon Qf people from Eastern Bengal (Present Bangle ; Cahe
specially from the Mymensing area. The invasion of landg t? -
Bengali immigrants, mostly Muslims, began sometime bln}gfy
19 1.1 agd this is evident from the fact that in the Census R Sonts
beginning fropl 1921 references to this event were . d ?ports
many emphatic words that not to speak of the pol; il leadons
but even the administrators in Assam had becotge :51 el feaders

" From the ?ensus Report 1921, we may quote M?-rtﬂ d
s problem —"In 1911, few cultivators from Eastern B o hod
ﬁo(lile to Goalpara.. In the last decade (1911-21) the nfngal had
ad extended far up the valley, and the colonists no ‘}Vemel-u
:rirl)l:i(;ﬂ):fsellim(gm in population of all the four lowe‘;'v ar?;nc:ean
up of these ; ettler(:l’ll)‘li a;ifg‘f:;feoi gle population is ma(lile
; i
it:;g :(;rr? g:i?lut 14% of the whole populatircl): ;iﬁﬁ;n where
8 taken up rapidly, specially in Barpeta Sup, g

eems lik :
lexter:d further up the Brahmaputrs Vallely that their march wil
ong ‘ ey from the river before
The 1913 Censug Rep

out of which Mymonsingh jgirm:
ing sli IMmigrant ,

centago being lghly mors than 4, 1 1 /000 their per-
MyrlI:OIll)singhoiI;:ll:i gtll_l;t‘shstrict was 15] 0‘33‘1 efe‘nga]i speak-
S1. Tn 1931 while the tory o000, their Lo mumber of
Goalpara District Otal Bengalj s  Percentage being
‘ W3S 1,70,000; ¢he nf;b g population of

2 % of Mymonsingh

immigrants was 80,000, their percentage being 47. .

‘In the Kamrup District the position had been much wors-
ened. In this district in 1911 the number of immigrants was 1,000
only as against the total Bengali speaking population of 4,000,
the percentage being 25. In 1921 the number of immigrants rose
to 30,000 as against the total Bengali speaking population of
44,000, the percentage being round about 69. In 1931, the num- -
ber of immigrant population rose to 91,000 as against the total
Bengali speaking population 134,000, the percentage being round
about 69. It is now seen that while the percentage of the immi-
grants remained more or less static during the decade 1921-31,
their actual number had increased more than 300 times in the
Kamrup district. .

In the Darrang District in 1911 there were 1,000 Mymonsingh
immigrants as against 7,000 Bengali speaking people, their per-
centage. being slightly more than 14. In 1921 the number of

Mymonsingh immigrants was found to be increased at a very

alarming rate. Form 1,000 in 1911, their number rose to 12,000
as against 20,000 Bengali speaking people. The percentage of
Mymonsingh immigrants to total Bengali speaking population
of the district was found to be 60. In 1931 the number and per-
centage of Mymonsingh people were found to be increased rather
at a very alarming rate. Out of 41,000 Bengali speaking people
the number of Mymonsingh immigrants were found to be 30,000
and their percentage to the total Bengali speaking people was
about 75.

In the Nagaon District also the number of Mymonsingh im-
migrants increased by leaps and bounds during the period from
1911 to 1931. Herein 1911 there were only 1,000 Mymonsingh
immigrants as against 4,000 Bengali speaking people, the per-
centage being 25. In 1921 however, out of 58,000 Bengali speak-
le, 52,000 or 89% were found to be Mymonsingh immi-

ing peop
grants, In 1931 from 52,000 the figures rose to 108,000 as against

- 120,000 Bengali speaking people in the district, their percentage
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being 90.

) Virtually unoccyp;
pation of the Char areas, whicy, were bo u:ﬁ;ed. Wh‘en.the occu-
more or less exhausted, the immi tobe limited, were

tane areas on the foot hills of g, ;
Pradesh. o hutan ‘md the present Aﬂlnachai
The tribals in Assa e ' ‘ o

unknov:n peopgiel!ilxeax:qt‘:::irg;;1 eTally did not fjye the '
Pitation and they fyypygr ¢ OF

M dnra ot i Y

lands adjacent to their villages were occupied by people which
differed from them enthnically, linguistically and religiously; they
abandoned their villages and went more inside towards the sub-
montdne. Sometimes their villages were forcibly occupied by the
immigrants and consequently the tribals had to live their hearth

| and home. Sometimes frictions took place resulting in casualties

on both sides. Eviction by the Government machinery had get its
own problems. In the Census Report of 1931, the British admin-
istrator like Mr. J. H. Hutton admitted that the immigrants in
their anxiety to get land, had at one time or another, caused a
good deal of friction by squatting in Government reserves or

‘occupying land of local people from which they could not be

evicted without great difficulty.

The constant frictions between the immigrants and the local
people over the occupation of land created not only law and
order problems but many revenue problems also hitherto unan-

‘ticipated.

‘ LINE SYSTEM
As the gravity of the problem of unauthorised occupation of

land assumed serious nature, the British administrators devised

a means and applied it into practice in the Nowgong District and
the Barpeta Sub-Division of Kamrup District as early as 1920.
According to this device a line was drawn on the village map
taking into consideration of the people inhabiting the village and
no occupation of land by the immigrants beyond that line was
allowed. This was later on came to be known as the Line Sys-
tem. The Line-System was gradually used to cover the other
Lower Assam districts also. -

Under the Line-System villages were divided into three cat-
egories, namely, "Open villages", "closed villages" and "mixed
villages". Inthe "Open wﬂages" the immigrants might settle freely.
In the "closed village" the immigrants would not be allowed to

settle under any circumstances. In the "mixed villages" however,
5



the immigrants might settle on one side of the line drawn in the
map.

The line system devised by the British administrators with
so much good intentions could not, however, solve the problems
of unauthorised occupation and encroachment of land by the
immigrants. Even the closed villages wore also found to have
been encroached.

LINE-SYSTEM COMMITTEE

‘To ease the situation and also to find out a solution of per-
manent nature to this vexed problem the Government of Assam
constituted a Committee to review the working of the Line Sys-
tem. This committee, popularly known as the Line-System Com-
mittee, was headed by Mr. FW. Hockenhull as the Chairman
The other members of the Committee were Abdﬁl Matix;

Choudhury, Syed Abdur Rouf, Sayidur Rahman Rabj Chos
Kachari, Mahendra Nath Saikia, Sarbeswar Barua, Kame, a
Das and A.G. Patton. “Swar

The Line-System Committee recommended that (1

of a line dividing the area-of a village, a larger umt::litf(rle)s:lrllscttf on
should be adopted such as a Mauza or a Block of Mauzas hiOn
were to be protected from encroachers and that (2) the “i c.h
* zation schemes should be continued, extended or iﬂtrg ducgg oni-
a view to regulating settlement of land with immigrants ang with
taining them in specified localitieg, 'S and con-
.. It was brought to the notice of the Line-
that the tribal villages were the wdrst victims

croachment of vacant land by the aggressive immigrants fr.
om

Mymonsingh resulting in disappearance of ibal vi
The tribal inhabitants moved furthe; into sull?-ﬁ)c:;?azzl ﬁages.
e.

System Committee

1939 RESOLUTION ON 1, ‘
In November 1939 the Coppres INE-SYSTEM

Assam headed by Late Gopinath ;
y ’ GPOrd0101 adopted a resolution

of unregulated ep- -

gress-coalition Government in |

- on the Repon of the Line-System Committee and for the first

time the conception of tribal belts and blocks in their rudimen-
tary forms was visualized. We may quote here the paragraph 4

of the Resolution :-
"A. The restrictions constituting the so-called Line-System

which have been in existence in the province for over 10 years

past were primarily intended against the unending flow of Ben-

gal immigrant cultivators and took the form of constituting cer-
tain areas in which settlement of land with such immigrants was
prohibited. Government agree with the Committee that in future -
the unit for such restriction or prohibition should, where pos-
sible, be larger. They consider that in the sub-montane areas it
should be possible to constitute whole Mauzas or compact parts
of Mauzas inhabited predominantly by backward and tribal classes
into "prohibited areas". Elsewhere where the whole village or a
larger compact area is predominantly peopled by backward or
tribal classes, such village or areas may be constituted prohib-
ited area. Within the prohibited areas as constituted, immigrant
cultivators shall not be allowed land either by settlement or by
transfer of annual pattas, and any immigrant as taking up land or
by squatting shall be evicted." '

The Bordoloi Ministry could not, however, materialize the
Resolution since it had to resign when the quit India movement
was launched. When the coalition ministry headed by Shri
Muhammad Sadulla came into power in 1939, the land policy of -
Bordoloi Ministry was reversed. The Line-System Committee's
Report was kept in cold storage. Sir Sadulla instead introduced

* a development scheme much against the will of the indigenous

local people according to which all waste lands were to be di-
vided into blocks and allotted to different communities including
immigrants on payment of a premium of Rs. 5/- per Bigha. This
policy had further aggravated the situations since many immi-

ants were given settlements even in the areas predominantly

inhabited by tribals. ,
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However, the Sadulla Ministry fell in the last montn of the
year 1941 and Sir Robert Reid, the Governor, took over the
administration of Assam and Sir Reid immediately crapped the
"Development Scheme" of the Sadulla Ministry considering the
fact that such a scheme would lead to clash of interests between
the immigrants and the local people and the immigration prob-
lemitself posed as a danger to the internal life and habitats of the
local people. The Governor further observed that in the sub-
montane areas predominantly inhabited by people belonging to
tribal and backward classes, apprehensions were entertained that
the introduction of a foreign, advanced and pushing element, if
permitted would spell disaster to the population. ,

The Governor also supported the Line-System and directed
the Deputy Commissioners to observe it so that the immigrants
could not squat indiscriminately all over the Province, The Gov-
ernor also fully supported the findings of the Line-System Com-
mittee. Sir Reid, the Governor, observed that an immigrant was
rather considered as an unwelcome neighbour. The tribal classes
particularly viewed without favour the close approach of East-
ern Bengal immigrants to their villages. In the interest of peace
and good government the fresh settlements of immigrants mygt

be kept in close proximity to their old settlements so that the;
presence in the tribal areas might be avoided. ! thelr

As luck would have it, Sir Sadulla again came izt i
August 1942 following his assurance otg ﬁluest'co-o:ef:t‘i?;irtm
the British administration in the war effort: It was a Muslin(;
League Ministry and it again raised the Pandova's Box. In th
name of "Gro?v more food" campaign he encouraged ﬁesﬁ sett] ;
ments of the immigrants even in the sub-montane areag inhag-
ited specially by tribals. When the new policy of the Saadull-
MiniSth“faced the rough weather and provoked great criticj .
throughout the Assam valley, the Saadyjla Ministry was ¢ .y
pelled to modify the land annunciated by it. In the meantime otll? .
League Ministry failed and a Coalition Ministry.again headed b;

. .

Sir Saadulla formed the Government in March 1945.

This Coalition Ministry completely superseded all previous
resolutions on land settlement and restated its policy in clearer
terms. This policy statement has four objects :-

(1) Planned settlement of waste land, (2) recognition of land-
less immigrants from other provinces who came to Assam be-
fore 1st January 1938 as being equally entitled with landless in-
digenous persons to waste-land settlement, (3) protection of tribal
classes in areas predominantly occupied by them against aggres-
sive elements which are apt to endanger the normal economic
and social basis of village life and (4) maintenance of grassing
and other reserves by evicting encroachers.

Here our concern is, of course, with point (3) of the objec-
tives where the protection of tribal classes were thought of. Para-

~ graph 6 of the Resolution of land policy runs as follows :-

- PROTECTION OF TRIBAL CLASSES
At'the same time as statistics are being compiled of area of
cultivable waste, additional information will be collected of all
villages in which the percentage, of persons of the Tribal Classes

o fasdeﬁnedm theCensusInstructlons 1940) exceeds 50 percent
~ . ‘and of the areas in those village occupied by Tribals and others.

These villages will be marked on maps, and when the enquiries
have been completed, a Tribal Belt or Belts in the sub-montane
areas will be notified, the boundaries being fixed with regard
either to easily recognisable geographical features or following
the boundaries of Mauzas, Within this area, a reservation which
will not be less than the areas occupied by the Tribal people plus
the stipulated reservation for general future expansion will be
made for safeguarding the Tribals and others at present living
there, and no further settlement will be made with oth-
IS, oureneenrnarsessernsnans Provisions will also be made for creation of
Tribal blocks side by side with the blocks of other communities
in the Planned Settlement Areas where Tribal people have their
9




villages and homes."

For the purpose of demarcation of the areas inhabited mostly
by the Tribals a special Orficer was also appointed. Unfortu-
nately or fortunately the Saadulla Ministry had to resign and the
Assembly was dissolved for the ensuing general election. In that
general election the Congress won by absolute majority and
Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi formed the Ministry. The Minis-
try after assumption of the office initiated steps to constitute
belts and blocks for the tribals and backward classes. The Spe-
cial Officer, appointed earlier, physically went round the areas
predominantly inhabited by the tribals and backward classes and
prepared a guide-map by identifying the villages having popula-
tion of tribal and backward classes 50% and above. The survey
conducted by Shri Hem Borah, Special Officer appointed for
this purpose revealed that the identified villages did not every-
where form a compact area. In order to keep the compactness
and continuity of the proposed belts and blocks even non-tribal
majority villages had also to be included. As such non-tribals
living in the proposed belts and blocks on the date/dates of their
creation were to be treated on the same footing with the tribals
in regard to the future settlement of waste-land and transfer of
patta land. But after the creation of belts and blocks none other
than the tribals and other specified classes could get settlement
of land within the tribal belts and blocks. Incorporating these
provisions the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation Act 1886
was amended in 1947 by adding Chapter X to it.

This is the background of the creation of tribal belts and
blocks in Assam and Without having a fair knowledge of this
background any atter_npt to understand and analyse the problem
of alienation of land in Assam would be fuitile exercises only. Tt
;s now evident that large Sca}e influx of immigrants from Eastern
Bengal and their land-grabbing nature not only of Govt. land but

Jand belonging tO indigenous people of Assam including the tribals

of tribal belts and blocks.

led to the creation
10

MAIN PROVISIONS OF THE CHAPTER X OF ASSAM
LAND AND REVENUE REGULATION ACT 1886 AS
AMENDED UP-TO-DATE

The Assam Land and Revenue Regulation Act 1886 was
amended in 1947 in persuance of e Resolution of the Provin-
cial Congress Ministry headed by Lokapriya Gipinath Bordoloi
by adding another chapter, that is Chapter X, with a view to
protecting those classes who on account of their primitive con-
dition and lack of education or material advantages are inca-
pable of looking after their welfare in so far as much welfare
depends upon their having sufficient land for their maintenance.

The main provisions of this Amendment Act of 1947 and
subsequent amendments thereon are stated below :-

1. CONSTITUTION OF BELTS AND BLOCKS

Under the provision of Section 160 (1) of the Assam Land
and Revenue Regulation Amendment Act 1947, constitution of
compact areas in regions predominantly peopled by classes of
people notified under Section 160 (2) of the above act (to be
referred as Protected Classes henceforth) into Belts and Blocks.
While belts were constituted with larger areas, the Blocks had
smaller areas considering with boundaries of the Mauzas.

In accordance with the above section altogether 35 Belts
and Blocks. 11 (eleven) Belts and 24 (twenty four) Blocks were
created in Assam till 1964. In this connection it may be noted
here that the Assam Land and Revenue Act 1947 simply refers
the identified areas as 'Belts' and 'Blocks' only. However, as these
Belts and Blocks were created primarily to safeguard the inter-
est of the tribal classes on land, they later on came to be known
as 'Tribal Belts and Blocks'.

A list of the Tribal Belts and Blocks originally created is given
below distr 2, wise ‘-
11




District Name of Tribal Date of creation Area in
Belts/Blocks & Notification No.  Bigha
Goalpara
: L. Sidli Tribal Belt RD 69/46/29  4,61,509
(present districts . dtd. 30.8.48
of Goalpara, 2. Bijni Triba] Belt RD 69/46/29  3,02,545
Dhubri and' dtd. 30.8.48
Kokrajhar)
Kamnrup
(present districts 3. South RD. 74/46/161  3,02,352
of Kamrup, (Choygaon) Tribal dtd. 22.8.49
Nalbari & Belt.
Barpeta) 4. South . RD. 74/46/172  7,72,454
(Guwahati) Tribal Belt dtd. 27.2.50 o
3. Tamulpur Tribal Belt RD. 74/46/161 4,62,637
) . dd. 22.8.49
- BaskaTribal Belt ~ RD. 74/46/161 371,512
. ‘dtd. 22.8.49
7. hapaguri Tribal Belt RD. 74/46/161 2,64,110
dtd. 22.8.49
8. glha?a;Bgm Tn'bal _RD.74/46/161 27,542
9 Boc Y - dtd. 22849 ¢
- Bajegaon Tﬁbal Block RD. 74/46/161 6,526
© dtd. 22.8.49
10. gfol::all(rdhan Trbal.  RD.74/46/161 38343
dtd. 22.8.49
Darrang N -
(Present districts 11. Gohpur Tribal Block Rp 90/46/82 5,666
of Sonitpur 12 Bali dtd. 2.12.50 ’
and Dan?ng) . Balipara Triba Belt Ignw/n/so/zom 119.36,000
* 13.Tetcli Bhang - 13.3.51
TribalBlog = - 2{3. 34/46/119 10,117
14. Kacharipara Trigyg da. 72.7.48 4
Block o 13/36/119 9,656
15. Dalgaon Triba) R
A Belt  RD, 74146119 28,306
did. 12.8 44

12
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16. Kalalgaon Tribal Belt RD. 74/46/119 11,16,336

dtd. 12.7.48
17. Tezial Tribal Block  RD. 74/46/119 8,867
. dtd. 12.7.48
18.Bhuiankhat Tribal ~ RD. 74/46/119 9,299
Block dtd. 12.7.48
Lakhimpur _
(Present districts  19.North Lakhimpur - - RD. 92/46/34  .6,00,160
of Lakhimpur and .= (Sub-mountane) dtd. 28.4.48 -
Dibrugarh)... . Tribal Belt E .
", 20.Mirkongselek Jonai  TAD/REV/73/50/43 - -8,30,526
FAEL TribdlBelt dtd. 3.3.51
"+ - 21.North Lakhimpur RD. 92/46/34  4,93,680
_ (Reverine) Tribal dtd. 28.4.48 :
: .. Block . o
... ,;,..- 22.Abor Mishimi Tirap  TAD/REV/73/50/43  34,84,800
. Tribal Belt ded. 13..3.51
Nagaon ' o o _
C- 23.Barkacharigaon RD. 91/46/80 22,090
Tribal Block dtd. 19.9.50 -
- 24. Amgurichang Phulguri RD. 91/46/294. 6,851
ey e ChangTrﬂJalBlock dwd. 1.2.58
Ty 25 Bordolong Longka- ~ RD. 91/46/294 - 52,176
o " bheta Tribal Block . dtd. 1.2.50 S
26. Bagariguri Tribal RD. 91/46/94 * 25,759
Block ‘ dtd. 17.11.50 ‘
27. Amsoi Tribal Block  RD. 91/46/94 19,926
A - . dd. 17.11.50 - .
28. Barpathar Tribal RSD. 11/61/25  Area not
Block dtd. 6.4.64 furnished
: ' " in Notification
29. Jamdari Tribal Block RD. 91/46/313 8,398
7 did. 29.6.58
30. Boranni Pathar RD. 91/46/313 21,451
* Tribal Block dtd. 29.6.58
31. Bhalukjhari Tnbal RD. 91/46/94 2,466
Block “dtd. 17.11.50
32. Changua Tribal RD. 91/46/94 27,866
Block dtd. 17.11.50
13



33. Tetelie Tribal Block RD. 91/46/94 37,750 T o o
T dtd 171150 Dhubri o s
34:Gobha Tribal Block ~ RD. 91/46/94 30,190 .7 "' s/ PabatJuarTribal  RSD.5/82/44  3,23,187
’ “dtd. 17.11.50 - ! - - Belt - dtd: 2311.84 '
35. Phulguri Tribal Block RD. 91/46/94 28,071 L 6. Balaghat Nayegaon. RSD. 1/83/15 . 73,777
¢ S dtd- 17.11.50 - TribalBlock - . . dtd. 5.7.84 '
. Total35Belts & Block .. T525842 Goalpara 7. Bordamal Tribal ~ RSD. 14/81/12 18,592
- These Belts and Blocks covers 3112 Nos. of villages with a - Block did. 9.8.82
total area of 1,1825,842 Bighas or 15,76778 Hectares. The'total ' - |
mumber of villages and the total area of the Tribal Belts and Bl§cks Nagaon .- 8. KakiTribal Block ~ RSD. 63/68/33 4988
would be slightly more since the Notification creating Barpathar ‘ e T T dd 61278 a
Tribal Block in the Nagaon district has not mentioned the area 9. Kandura Tribal RSD. 4/76/9 10,346
covered. o ‘ “ Block T dtd. 12.4.79 A
In order to facilitate the conistruction of the temporary éapital 1 0 .. 10 Bambarigaon Tribal  RSD. 14/81/13 14,039
of Assam at Dispur, the Government vide its Notificafion No, f e R oy oeBlodkgii o b did 9.882 L
RSD. 26/64/PT/38, dated 30/7/69; hiad deconstituted an area of Total 10 Belts and Blocks .7,20,715 Bighas
1,29,202 Bighas from the total area of 7,72,454 Bighas _undér ' Grand Total - 1,25,46,557 R

the South Kamrup (Guwahati) Tribal Belt. Hence the total aiea
of the Tribal Belts and Blocks created upto 1964 would be
1,16,96,640-Bighas or 15,59,55 1 Hectares-at present.

Subsequently 10 (ten) more Trihal Blts and Blocks (3 Belts.

and 7 Blocks) were created ﬁAssam b
1977. Their details are given below - -

District Name of Tribal - Date . of creatit;n " Areai
: ‘-, Belts/Blocks _& Notification No, Bigah;n-
KOkrajhar | ' . ’. E ‘;)‘ ) ° ’ -
1. Santhal Colony RSD. 9/77/11 57,930
TrbalBlock dig, 24877 o
. 2. Ripu Tribal Belt "~ - RSD. 5/82/43 1,60,643
3 Dol o uo dd23a1se
+ Dotoma Tribal Belt  RSD.2/82/10 3417
i . dd. 16683 ’
- Hatigaon Tribal RSD. 12/81/13 14,039

- Block .

14 .

<. Jand:the

e ooy

If we now -add together the number of Tribal Belts and
Blocks created upto the year 1964 and $iibsequently created the

R

. total number:would come to 45 out of which 14 Nos. are Belts
. /and thic remaining: 31 Nos. are Blocks: These Belts and Blocks
"™ Gover an area of 1,25:46,557 Bighas or 16,72,873 Hectares and

encompasses 3571 Nos. of villages as shown in tﬁg Table Below

i '7..
AT

- Pi-esent

- TABLE-T

position of Tribal Belts and Blocks.

Year . . Belts . Blocks

‘Total area ! Totalaf& Total No. of
_inBighas .. inHectares villages

Ti1964 11 24 11825842 1576778 | 3112
Afer1964 3 T 1207157 96,095 459
431 12546557 1672873 3571
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It has been mentioned earlier that an area of 1,29,202 Bighas
out of 7,72,454 Bighas under the South Kamrup (Guwahati)
Tribal Belts was deconstituted in order to facilitate the construc-
tion of the temporary capital at Dispur. Hence the total area un-
der Tribal Belts and Blocks as it stands at present would be

1,25,76,557 Bighas - 1,29,202 Bighds = 1,24,47,355 Bighas or
1‘6,5‘9,647 Hectares. . '

cd

2. PROTECTED CLASSES

As per section 160 (2) of the Amendment Act the State
Govt. :may by notification in the Official Gazettee specify the

class of people whom it considers entitled to protection.
Accordingly the State Government vide its Notification No.
RD. 2/47/43, dated 20.4.49 declared six classes of people as

protected classes within the jurisdiction of Belts and Blocks and

they are - )
(1) Plains Tribals, .
. (2) Hill Tribals, =

“V; A 3) Tea—gardeny'lqg:ibal. .
~ (4) Santhals, T
) S‘."’he,dlﬂed.-c aste. S

Government vide its notification No, RSD1/85/ 17 dtd.

ziers as one of the Protectéeq Classeg Pl b
o (., 458€8. How
clarified by the Govt. vide itg Notific cver, it was later on

dsd. 30th October 1980 that Nepali Gy 11O RSD. 12/80/5,

d. Jctober ] tivato '
within the jurisdiction, of the Beltg and] lock: S;(a;l te; 31::11::01‘,9‘,2;3

~ -

were'to be treated in the same footing as other non-protected

category residents from before- constitution of the Belts ‘4nd

Blocks. @ - -

e o

3. PROHIBITION ON ACQUISHION/PQSSE§§ION{ .

v *~ TRANSFER.

Notwithstandirig anything to the contrary'in any law, us-
ages, contract or agreement, no person shall _acquif_e Or possess
by transfer, exchange, lease, agreement Q;"sgttlemél'_lt any l'algd in
any areas constituted into-belts and blocks in contravention of
the provision of the Act. I -

- The implied meaning of this is that transfer, exchange, lease

etc..can take place within the Belts and Blocks only amongst the™

people belonging to the notified as protected classes.

- The provision is, however, not applicable affecting any trans-

fer by way of mortgage in favour of any qationaﬁzed bank ora
registered co-operative society or sich other financinjg institu-
tion as may be approved by the State Government. L

- The chapter X of Assam Land and Revenie Regulation Act, '
1886 was again amended in 1981 and the amendment provides
that :-

to any person not belonging to a class of people noti-
fied under Section 160 or to any person who i$ not a
permanent resident in tlie belt or block and that.

(6) no such landholder shall transfer his land in a belt or ~
block to any person who is a permanent resident in

- that'belt or block or who does not belong to tiie noti-

fied or protected classes except with the previms per-

mission of the Deputy Commissioner, '

4. PROHIBITION OF REGISTRATION OF DOCU-

MENTS EVIDENCING TRANSFER ;
The Assam Land and Reveriue Regulation Amendment Act
1947 was amended again in 1964 and according to the provision
. e !

‘(@) nolandholder shall transfer his land in a belt or block



of this amendment no document evidencing any transaction for
acquisition of possession of any land by way of transfer, exchan ge
lease, agreement or settlement shall be registered under the In-’-
dian Registration Act 1908 if it appears to the registaring au-

thority that the transaction has been effected in contravention of -

the provision of the Section 161 (2) of the Assam L -
enue Amendment Act 1947. - - o ‘and " Rev
5. BAR ON ACQUISITION OF RIGHT AND TITLE
The Chapter X of the Assam Land and Revenue-Regulation
A:mendment Act 1947 was again dmended in. 1981.. It has: pro-
vided that no person to whom any, land is transferred in a belt or

block in contravention of the provision of th Cha
> - 1 O the prov 0 : ter. X shall -
acquire any right or title in that land by any length Ofl‘)posses'sion .

1

whether adverse ornot. . .,

6. BAR OF JURISDICTION BY CIVIL, COURT, .

Section 167 of the Chapter X of the Assam Land and Rey- -

enue Regulation Act 1947 provides that no Civil C h:
NP : : Court shall
jurisdiction in any of the matters covered by Chapter X. - \’haVe

7. POWER OF STATE GOVERNMENT TO k
g : EX
Ih :RE‘éf FROM BELTS AND BLOCKS cLupE
The State Government may direct that the nrewi: |
chapter X shall cease to apply toany are the Provision of the

o a Or ar porti
any area or areas within the belts and blocks. eas .(.)'r.pqrtlon of

Lol
ol Ly

8. EXEMPTION FROM OPERATT
The application of the provision of L]
affect on the following :- = " _fchaptef-xfhauhaye no

(a) Land settled for special culﬁvau i
R VLR MULRLY 1 T S ey

thereto, including grants made for tea g 2ICUATY
() Lakhiraj, Nispikhiraj or special estates settieg oy .

18

ON OF CHAPTER X. |

estates and rlghts

b e

and interests theirin shall continue to be governed by the provi-
sions of the gther chapters than the Chapter X, :

9. MANNER OF DISPOSAL OF LAND WITHIN
BELTS AND BLOCKS. -

The Assam Land and Revenue Reguilation Amendment Act
1947 also -provides’ the manner of disposal of land within the
Belts and Blocks:z - R U

-1(a) In.the case of disposal and settlemefit 6f land, the first
preference shall’be given to the bonafide needs of the persons
belonging to the notified or protected classes who are perma-
nentlyiresiding in:such area from before its cofistitution.

 +-"(¢)-Secondly the bonafide needs of the persons'belonging
to such classes who are temporarily residing in‘such area from -
before iits ‘constitution'but who are settlement holders of land
within the areaion the date of constitution and who are likely to
become:permanent residents therein within a reasonble time. -
~_.(c) This clause provides that if the extent of cultivable land -
in the belt;and block be large enough for settlement the bonafide
needs of i .- oL a ' '
+ (I)the persons belonging to other classes of people residing
in the belts and blocks from the constitution of the belts and
blocks.”. .. o O

... (TI). the:pérsons belonging to the notified classes who-are

living elsewhere in the state outside the Belts and Blocks.

. Yoo
S DT

Tt hidsalso.been provided by Amendmient Act 1981 that no
- settlement of land with the persons belonging to ‘the classes of

people mentioned-in clause C shall be made except with the p
vious.approval of the State Government. - ,
" 10-RIGHTS OF SETTLEMENT HOLDERS / LANI
| - HOLDERS. |
(1) Under thie provision of Section 164 of the Chapter X a
settlement holder otheithan a landholder shall have no rights in
‘ ' 19 .




the lands held by him beyond such periods as are expressed in
the settlement lease. - . :

(2) Aland hqlder shall have a right of use and -occupatio'n in
the laqd held by him subject to any restrictions or modifications
prescribed in rules made under the Chapter X. -

' 11. EJECTION & EVICTION. A
The Assam Land and Revenue Regulation Am .
) endment Act
1947 provides under Ch-apter X stringent measures for ejection
:lxlld:vllcuondf%rl unz:thonzed and illegal occupation ofland within
e belts and blocks and such provisig scti -
as follows - P ns upfier Se.ctlon 165 are
(1) In the case of unsettled land, an o whn wid
) X ! y person who -
valu} authority has encroached upon or occupied it shall :ﬂ;h?)lllt
to ejectment forthwith. pelhable
(2) In the case of annually settled land © oS o
settlement holders, members of thejr fam?ﬁ:spafjﬁrse(;ﬂ::;i?
. . . s

ration of land to the authorised land holder. L
After the unauthorised persons have evacuated or have been
evicted the Deputy Comxﬁi$sidner who is also the Collector may .
take the land under his own management or let it out for sucha
period as he thinks fit, but shall give the land holder a reasonable
opportunity ofundertaking in writing that he will do everything
in his power to prevent unauthorized occupation by other per-
sons in future and of agreeing in writing that if he fails to do so
hé will forefeit his rights and status of a landholder in respect of
the land in question. Tf the Deputy Commissioner is.satisfied with
the written undertakings he shall accept them and restore the
land to the land holder. In case of violation of any of the condi-
tions of the dgreement, the Deputy Commissioxier may take back
thé land ffom the land holder and allow it for fresh settlement.

* »""“13, DELEGATION OF POWERS )
The Assam Land and Revenue Regulation Amendment Act, *
1947 empowers the Deputy Commissioners and Additional
Députy Commissioners, to exercise power under the Chapter X
also. As per section 168 of the Chapter X, the State G‘.’Y?fﬁl_h ent
by Notification in the official Gazettee invest any Revenue Of:
ficers with the powers of the Deputy Commissioner under all or *
any of the provisions of the Chapter. -
The Government vide its Notification No. RSS 308/76/6, -
dated 24.9.76 has delegated the powers of the Deputy Commis-

sioner to the Sub-divisiopal Officers and Sadar Subdivisibngl Of-

ficers. S IR
IMPLEMENTATION -
""" In spite of the best ég'dns on the part of the State Govern-
ment of Assam, the implementation of the provisions under Chap-
ter X as amended up-to’-d‘gtg have not been strictly followeq and
as such iniplementation is found to be far from satisfactory. Ille-
gal transfer of tribal land to in-eligible persous through sale,

mortgage, ledse; €fc. encroachment on uasettled Govt. land within



the belts and blocks have been coqtinuing almost unchecked.

In order to intensify the implementation of the provisions
of the Chapter X, the Government of. Assam vide its Notifica-
tion No. RSD. 36/79/84, dated 30th July 1983 had created'6
(six) posts of Additional Deputy Commissioner (Revenue) and
subsequently 3 (three) more posts of Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (Revgnue)‘were created mgkmg a total of 9;(niﬂ‘e),
These Additional Deputy Commissioners (Revenué have since
been posted at the district headquarters of Guwabhati, Gbalﬁara,
Tezpur, Nagaon, Dibrugarh, Mangaldoi, Barpeta, North
Lakhimpur and Kokrajhar. , ' R

Th‘f above niéntioned Notification also clearly Speciﬁes the
duties that are to be performed by the Additional Deputy Com.”
missioners (Revenue) and they are quoted below :- -+

(a) Vigilance in respect of total prevention. of encroac :
in tribal belts and blocks, el eneroachment

(b) Ejectment of all ineligible persops in tribal beit

. o g ) e Rk ¢ it ! ! elts and
blocks with a time bounid programme and submission of quar-
terly progress reports thereon. I

(c) Restoration of alienated land to the o iginal Patta ol
ers in tribal belts and t}locks. o . Patta hold:,

(d) Total prevention of transfer and alienation af tnnd « "
ineligible persons. o AT lpnation of land to

(e) Restoration of alienated and tr.
ifit was mutated. "~~~ |

() Preparation of two lists of genuine landless e i
each of the belts and blocks - one fo landless persons jn
another for the eligible non-protected ciasses P
of their cases for allotment/settlement of lang. Or consideration

(g) Maintenance of a separate regisier for

i ected people in tribal belfs and bloate w.i. ¢ —od €I
sion affected peop  belts.and blocks whose pata lands

have been eroded away. -
In order to help the 9 Additional Dep

cwnona Deputy Commisgione,
(Revenue) and also to strengthen the base of the 1{2221811: Il?rs
. -
22 '

|

éilisf"erlﬁed Pattaland even,

or the protected classes and

flood and ero- -

parfment for effective implementation of the proﬁsions.»p;lnder'
Chapter X, the Government of As"sanjx’ had already created 19
(nineteen) posts of Sub Deputy Collectors in January .l 985-and
these Revemue Officers-are posted one each at the following places-

- Kokrajhar, Goalpara, Dhubri, Gossaigaon, Guwahati, Rangis,

;. P R . . _® O do,.
Nalbari, Barpeta, Nagaon, Mongaop, Hojat, Tezppr,. Mangal of,
Udalguri, North Lkhimpur; Jonai, Blswanath Chariali, Sadiya and .

~ Tinsukia.

. The above discussions clearly show the circumstances which
led the then Congress Ministry of Assam to amend the Assam
Land and Revenue Regulation Act 1886 in 1947 wherein an-
otherchapter which is popularly known as Chpater X was added.
This Amendment Act led to the creation of Tribal Belts and Blocks
with a view to protect the interest of the backward classes spe-
cially those of the tribal classes on‘land. Transfer, Mortgage,
lease, etc, to.non-protected classes under the provisions of the
Chapter X have been totally prohibited. The above Act and the
subsequent amendmerits have also provided the manner in'which
land within belts and blocks should be settled, the ejectment and
eviction of encroaches, restoration of land to original land holders
andimany other things. - . - : C

The appointment of 9 (nine) .Additional Deputy Commis- -
sioners (Revenue)and 19 (nineteen) Sub l?epu’ty Collecftors Rev-
enue) exclusively for the purpose of looking after the implemen-
tation of the provisions of the Chapter X of the Assam Land and
Revenue Régulation Amendment Act, 1947 is another impor-
tant step in the recent years. ' A

. SIXTHSCHEDULED AREAS OF ASSAM
ACTS, LAWS, RULES AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS
' PROHIBITING ALIENATION OF TRIBAL LAND
The -Sixth Scheduled areas of present Assam are consti-
tuted only with two autonomous hill districts, namely, the Karbi
B | .




?nglong and the North Cac!aar Eﬂs. Underthe provision of the
. ixth Schedule of the Constitution of India, the District C i
in respect of all the areas within its jurisdiction has the po -
: rpake laws regarding the allotment, occupation, use of tl‘:, et
ting apart of land other than a reserved forest for the oo
agncnlture or grazing or for residential or other nop- pu.rgli)lse of
purpose likely to promote the interests of the, inh;ibi:a? rl
village or town, the management of aily forést notb " o i
served fore§t 'an,d the requlation of the practice of Jh eing a re-
forms of shlﬁmg cultivation of the land: laws and um o othgr
p{eva.lentmthe plains districts of Assam are acts which are
Sixth -§cheduled areas unless thej; ate add t
.Counclls;_ Secondly, the State Legislatui-e g'p
tlﬁ n;spec_t of land policies of the District Councils and simj
de:s atg:cth:gv m::; of Assam has also no, powers to sy
] > land policies of the District, Councils pass or-

pted by the district

THIE KARBLANGLONG DISTRICT Copmey,
Act 1953. was passed by the Karbi Anglbﬁg 183 .
has provided the District Council Ay, 1strict Council whigh -

h Ority with - .
of rfghts over land, settlement and assessgent.th the recognition
ancillary matters. . >stent of land arid other

1
ey L

THE MIKIR HILLS DISTRICT (
LAND) ACT 1959,
4The District Cou1.1cil has already taken éofn o
measure to protect the intereést ofthe tiit, alpeor e lgglslanVe
Mikir HlllS Dlsmcjt_ (;Tra.ns‘fe;' of Land) At 19513918 on land The
no land under the jurisdiction of the Djgtr St C Provided that
shall be sold, mortgaged, leased:. bart ouncil Auithority
transferred to a non-tribal or by-g-
tribal except with the previous permi
24

slsli(::g}t:;l 11:;) anether nop-
. le Executive Cq
ve Com-

not applicable in the -

(I‘a'nd and Revenue) .

TRANSFER OR

ered, gifted or otherwise

mittee of the District Council. (Section 3 of the Act of 1959). -
The Act also provides that for any refusal of transfer froma
tribal to a non-tribal or from a non-tribal to another non-tribal,
the reasons shall be recorded. - '
This Act also provides that rights already acquired by any
person prior to the enforcement of this Act shall not be affected.
Under the provision of this Act the District Council Au-
thority may evict a non-tribal if he is found to be in possession of
any land otherwise'thiat in accordance with the provision of this
Act. ' ' '
. The Act, however, provides only monetary penalty for dis-
obeying intentionally an order of requisition to vacate lands oc-
cupied illegally: S T

LAND SETTLEMENT POLICY OF KARBI ANGLONG
R DISTRICT COUNCIL: * Y
It would be rather difficult to understand and appreciate the
problems of transfer of tribal land in this district unless we have’
an idea of the land settlement policy formulated by the Karbi
Anglong District Council. SR

Cn Althoughthe densigy._‘of .ﬁgpj;lation is very low in the dis-
trict (21 pér sq. km. as.per1961 Census and 37 per sq. km. as

per 1971 Census), nevertheless from the point of view of popu-
lation growth this district had topped the list. While the percent-
age growth of population was 79.21 percent during the decade
1951-61, it was 68.28 percent during the decade 1961:71. Growth
-rate during 1971-81 cannot be ascertained as 1981 Census could
not be conducted in Assam. | e |
The abnormal growth of district population as shoyn in the,
above para is due to the influx of a large number of East Bengal
refugees after the post independence period and also a contimu-
ous flow of Nepal immlgr ants. In order to protect the illiterate, -
ignorant' and shytribal people of the Karbi Anglong District
against thé onslaught of land hungrv immigrants and also to safe-
25 :




guard  their rights on land, the Karbi Anglong District Council
has formulated a set of policies in respect of land settlement in
the form of Executive Committee Resolutions. These policies
are enumerated below :- _

(1) Inthe matter of settlement of land in Karbi Anglong, the
first preference shall be given to the bonafide scheduled tribes of
the district. S .

X -(2) The second preference shall be given to the scheduled
tribes coming from the other autonomous district
Cachar Hills.  namely North
(3) No settlement of land shall be made with i
. . B an =
coming to the district after 15th. August 1947 and al){ :;):ht:::}

tribals coming after the above date and occupvi :
any authority shall be evicted forthwith, Pying land without

(4) The District Council may; in special cages rel ating t6 the

victims of unusual natural calamities suchas | ‘ i

~ etc, who are in occupation of land in th:;1s dtilsot(r)iccl::’ Zﬁgﬁ ualtf;s,
ment of land with the affected non-tribal peo‘ple;t;n reco e,
dations from the Deputy Commissioner after due enqui e

, (5) Waste lands in the district which are sy; 8;:? ‘
paddy cultivation after proper.reclamation are howey, o wet

only.

ALIENATION OF TRIBAL LAND IN THE KR
ANGLONG DISTRICT - DEVICES - I
Formal alienation of tribal land iﬁ the Karbj ' , 4
.- 1 An, -
trict is very few and far between since transfer, lease g@:;lf ?IS
etc, of .tnbal_land to non-tribal require the prior épP;Toval ff fhe ’
l?xecutlve'Commlttge.ofthe District Council to be legally eff; y
tive, But in the plains area of the district specially witliy 1.
Jl};lsd‘m;:f the Hovzrhaghat Tribal Development Block the in.
cidence of temporary alienation of land from the t: 10-
B 26, o the tribals maily

L WEVer rese ~
for the people belonging to the; scheduled-trieg. Ogglze;esr;eg

the Karbis to non-tribals mainly the East Bengal refugees who
have been settling in this region since after the partition of India
is too rampant. This has been affected through various methods
and they are enumerated below :- | '

. . 1. PAIKAS SYSTEM

Under this system a tribal seitlemerit holder takes an ad-
vance from a caltivator usually a non-tribal and in liew of the
advarice taken he alienates his land temporarily to'the non-tribal
cultivator for aperiod of one year or two years. At the end of the
specific‘period the‘non-tribal cultivator is required to vacate the
occupied land But in practice it-does not happen since the tribal
settleiment holder takes another advance from the non-tribal cul-
tivator even before the stipulated period comes to an end. Once
a tribal enters into this vicious circle he can hardly get out of it
and thie"aliefition- of .cultivable Tand becomes perpetual. While
the non-tribal cultivates the land held on Paikas and reaps the
harvest the actual owner gets nothing but the advance received
in-cash-which is in fact one eighth of the value of the produce
obtained from the Paikas land. ‘ - S

__ Itis true that successive years of cultivation donot confer -

<+ apiy tight o a nion-tribal holding land under Paikas system. Nev-

ertheless the actiial owner becomes a more spectator whilé the -
non-tribal tills the land reaps the harvest year after year as if he
were the actual owner of the land. This system has rendered
many Karbi families paupers and their condition is worse than
those of the landless people. oo '

_ Under the provision of the Mikir Hills District (Transfer of
Land ) Act; 1959, Paikas cannot be considered illegal since hir-
ing-of tribal land by non-tribals has not been prohibited. It can-
not be called 'mortgage’ also since there is no question of paying
back the cash advance taken from the Paikas holder at the end of
the stipulated period.-The unscrupulous non-tribals therefore,
have been taking thie full advantages in the loopholes of thie pro-
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visions of the land transfer act.
2. SUKTI BANDHAK

This system is found to be prevalent, although to a limited
extent among the Karbis living in the plains areas of the Karbi
Anglong district. Under this system land is generally given to a
non-tribal for cultivation against the payment of a certain quan-
tity of paddy to the settlement holder at a certain rate per annum
per Bigha after executing a formal agreement to this effect. The
term 'Sukti' means agreement and 'Bandhak' means mortgage
literally. During the period of agreement the land owner shall
have no right to cultivate his land or question its utility. The
person who takes the tribal land under this system becomes the
virtual owner of the land like the Paikas holder. The land will
again be under the possession of the owner as soon as the period
of agreement is over. Lika Paikas, however, if a tribal land owner
once enters into this system, he can hardly get out of it. Under
the existing law this system cannot be called mortgage since the

land owner is not required to pay back the paddy he has taken
from the non-tribal Sukti Bandhak holder. '

- 3.KHOIBANDHAK ... - . ..

.. Under this system a tribal settlement holder
transfers his right of use and occupancy to a
minimum period of 5 years against the cash p

teiﬂpdrarily
non-tribal for a
ayment of a certain

temporarily alienated again. Like Sykgi Ban
called Mortgage' legally since in this gase algo g,
needs not pay back the amount of money he hag
Khoi Bndhak holder, F ortunately these two sysié

28 :

e land owner
taken from the
S, namely, Sukti

it cannot be .

e e e e It ICNAL IR RS Y IR B LINTIR Y i
Bandhl and Khai Bandhak are'ndt s6 muc ramighnt af iat or”
Paikas system: ' - e
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at theendSF the peii6d ‘of agréement and this systern pr‘evalef!izi}:;‘:
among the Karbi families living in the plains portion _QE tlhe Karbi
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he' te Sy Rt perpetustés making the Karbi families °
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poorer an pbgrﬁrﬂs ~n§ﬁ §y§ Pats? i-'nl’”(ftl",'ihf"l) 3hiod *«:'ésm
" Ribl heRarbi Anglong Disthce (Land Reformsy Act 1976°
provides't Qf’ii‘ifiﬁ}id‘sf“&}'_'e;{féi!mbiﬁéngg"s of land’ existing by \gra)é -
aodw 01 102100 9t Jaageis s e g it into foree "
of pikis or Hfial shill b void upori coming into forge of
this ACE . = s sal <1 1 e et
bW A Qvides that'on coming into force, of this Act
if any amount is fSund’doe Trom i 'settlement holder out of the
advanceeprfigl II!?@?ItQ}bimibXKh’sﬁfptklti.\lator_»icﬂltwati:ng%hisklﬁn?l
under cusrept Paikas,morteage, the cultivator cultivating his Jan
under current Panlcas, mortgage, the latter shall be allowed to
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cultivate the land under the Adhi system at the rate of 3 to 5
maunds of paddy per Bigha (one third of an Acre) according to
the yield of the land as may be assessed by the Assistant Revenue
Officer. The value of the paddy thus fixed shall be adjusted to-
wards repayment of the balance of advance. After full rephy-
ment of the advance the land shall stand released. Afier such
release if the cultivator cultivating the land remains on the land
he shall be evicted there from forthwith. ,

The Act also provides that if any settlement holder. |
release of his land from Paikas or mortgage azzzn:nlézigli;zﬁh?:
Ltlnt;ll through Paikas or mortgage, the patta shall be evicted forth-

Of course, mortgages with financial finst'itutions to secure

agricultural loan are exempted from operation.of this section. .. ||
THE NORTH CACHAR HILLS DISTRICT COUNCIL' - |

In the North Cachar Hills District the non-tribal population
constitutes slightly more than 30 percent and the de_nsity of popu-

]a'tion was 1.6 as per 1971 Census. The incidenc'ge of alienation of
tribal land in this district, therefore, is quite low. . The Distiic
Council authority of the North Cacha Hill31 nacted:

Council has issued some executive instructions only in this re-

spect vide Memo No. GA/REV/5/ 14/62/21, dat
So far as land under periodic | ease s , dated 6th July 1962.

session already even if he isa permanent resionr S
LAND SETTLEMENT POLICY IN N, HILLS

According to land settlement policy resolution of 195;1 the
30 | ’

strict. . .4

law in-tegard to transfer of tribal land to non-tfibals, The Dlstzncjt( |

first preference goes to the indigenous local tribals in settlement
of government land. The second preference is given to the per-
manent non-tribal residents of the district who are electors in the
District Council constituencies. A tribal belonging to the same
community but hailing from another village may also get settle-
ment of land in the village provided the other people of the vil-
lage where the person is proposed to be given settlement donot.
object and the person demosntrates his capability of cultivating
land. ' '

From the above it has now been seen that while in the Karbi
Anglong District there are suitable laws for prohibition of trans-
fer ofland and a well-defined land settlement policy, in the North
Cachar Hills except executive instructions and policy resolutions
in respect of land settlement there has been no law prohibiting
transfer of land from tribals to non-tribals.
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-Lhoujem; (xxiv) Lhouvun, (xxv) Lupheng, (xxvi) Mangjel, (xxvii)
Misao, (xxviii) Riang, (xxx) Selnam, (xxxi) Singson; (Xxxii)

CHAPTER II , Sitlhou, (xxxiii) - Sukto, (xxxnv) Thado (xxxv) Thomgngeu
TRIBAL SITUATIONS IN ASSAM AN OVERVIEW I (xxxvi) Uibuh; (xxxvu) Valphel ’
- 8. Lakhidt ~
Assam is blended with hills and plams There are 9 Sched- “' "9, Man (Tai speakmg) T

uled Tribes in the plains a:eas and 14 Scheduled Tnbes inthe hill

areas as shown below :- .10 Any Mizo (LUShal) TﬂbeS

Scheduled Tribes (plams) o S e L Miar
. 12 Any[ Naga Tnbes
1. Barmans in Cachar - L , 13, Pawi
2. Boro, Borokachari . ,
- 3. Deori . L o R Syntheng -
4 Hojai - o o ’ 1T we examme 'the Tist of Scheduled Tribes (Hllls) closely
5. Kachari, Sonowalx L SRR ~we find that in‘serial No. 6, seven‘ tnbes are grouped together.
o : Snmnlarly in' serial 7, thirty seven groups are enlisted together
6. Lalung R Serial No. 12 also include: two Naga Tribes. Thus the total num-
7. Mech ' ‘ber of tribes in'Assam 'would come to 65, 9 in the plains : areas
8. Miri . -and 57ir the hill areas. As per 1971 Census the Scheduled Tnbes
9. Rabha o population of Assam was 16,07,035-13,44,413 in the plams and
Scheduled Tribes (Hills) S | 2,62,622 inlthe hills, The'percentage of tribal population to the
. 1. Chakma ‘total population of the state was 10.99-9.19% in the plams and
2. Dimasa Kachari 1:80% inthe hllls' Since 16 cénsus could be undertaken'in Assam
3. Garo 'in 1981 due ‘to ‘foreign national agitation,’ only estlmated pro-
o jected population of the scheduled tribes in 1981 could be fiar-
‘5‘ f{::;‘g ' nishedihere-assuitiing’a'growth rate of 36.09 percent during the

‘decade '1971-81+ At this rate the total scheduled tribes popula-
“tion'in: 198 1'would be 22:02 lakhs, 18.29 lakhs in the plains and
3.73 lakhs in the hill areas. In this connection it would be'worth-
.while'to mention that the tribes which are'scheduled in the plains
areas of Assam,’ are iot enlisted as Scheduled Tribes in the hill
areas:and 'the tribes which are scheduled in the hill areas ot
enlisted’ as scheduléd tribes in 'the plains areas of Assam. The
‘percentage of literacy of the' ischeduled tribes in- Assam-as per
33

6. Khasi, Jaintia, Synteng Pnar W F omone |

7 Any Kuki Tribes (37 oy ar, Bh01 Lyngngam.

(i) Biate, Biete, (ii) Changsan,
(v) Gamlhou, (vi) Gangye, (vii) Guj
Haupit, (x) Haolao, (xi) Hengn
Hrangklogwal Rongkhol, (xiv) Kh
Khawathlang, Khothalong,
Kipgen, (xx) Kuki, (xxi)

(111) Chonglox (iv) Doungel,
te, (viii)] Haneg, (ix) Haekip,
zla (xtl) Hongsuhgh, (xiit)
elma, (xv) Khawchunu Xvi
(xvii) Jongbe, (xviii) Kholhou Exn(g

Lengthang (xxn) Lhengum (xxiii)
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1971 census was 26.02 (34.62 males and 17.16 females) as against
state percentage of 28.72 (37.19 males and 19.27 females). Nu-
merically while the Bodo Kacharis are the largest group among
the plains tribes, the Mikirs otherwise known as the Karbis, are
the largest group among the hill tribal communities. ’

~ Each tribal community in Assam has its own customs, reli-
gion, lgngua'ge and way of life and as such each one has a di;tinct
ethnic identity. Their pace of development also differs from re-
gion to region and even the level of development of the people

of the same community inhabiting diff; ;
: : ere
differs considerably. & nt regions of the state

A Agricu!tm:e is the' mainstay of the tribal communities of
sam. While in the hill areas shifting cultivation has been the

practice, in the plains areas peopl
. p e do th . .
the Jhums the people raise mixed cro paddy cultivation. '

etables are also grown. In the hil|

cultivation also in the low lying lands befweznetﬁz ’:Nwec: Ir)iiilidge}s,.

and in the plains portion. Dye t

| ' 0 heavy pres ion
Jhum cy.de has fow been reduced to 4/5 I))'eariurr:sslt;iﬁoﬁlﬁie
destruf;tlon oit; hills forejsts. Many families in the hills hfve taken
up maize, corice and ginger cultivation algo, Oranges and pine-

to a limited extent. In the

Pigs and fowls are reared .PrICe of mifk and milk products-
Manufacturing of cane ang Bamy or lqomestic consumption-
i 00 articles is also one of the

ps. Along with paddy, veg-.

important cottage industries of the tribal communities of Assam.
Most of the families are poverty striken and at the beginning of
he Sixth Five Year Plan 80% of the families were considered to
be below poverty line.

* Most of the tribal communities are still having their tradi-
tional institutions like the village councils/panchayats, bachelors'
dormitories, institutions of mutual help and co-operation, etc.

Rice is their staple food and rice beer is their favourite drink.
In all traditional socio-religious festivals and family worships rice
beer is a must.

It would not be out of place to mention here that in Assam
there are altogether 524 forest villages and 47.11% of the inhab-
itants of the forest villages belongs to the tribal communities.
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DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY OF THE iRt

-1 T - ) ¥ .

w ’Thédeélén(and‘xh R L e T VI TR T AT,
£ miéetin of thé Dl:g;?(;i oD e uvey wefe finalzed i
",'.-lh'/rvv:: PR T IV I"S (,) FheTnba] Reseé.rch'Inétitutes
co Yened by ‘the Rural Developmeént Departmétit ' Mitistry bf
Agticuture, Gout. of Inia, inthe Krshi Bawa s Net Deli
ot 29.1'87. The study was' desigried t&'be's Very i lew Delhi
‘SurVeyWwithin 4 time fFame of thire fribdths. T ?ﬁ‘i}‘??k sample
posédto be condiicted to find ‘st the Extent iof AL LE o
tribal land to non-tribals in the light of the existing | leiTatlc?n‘ ‘of
ent states for prohibition of transfer and rest & laws in differ-
ferred land 1ll§gally transferred to the actual oy oration of trans-
sequences arising out of illegal transfer ang ?ers’ various con-
land and also to suggest corrective me aenation of tribal
finding of the survey. Secondly the st

a;ures on the basis of the
u .
find out the extent of alienation of trib ) was also designed to

al le}nq due to the installa-
nq Irmgational complexes

tribals.
Three sets of schedules - o )
household survey and another f; © for village Survey, one for

: ) or su P
land due to installation of majo rvey of alienation of tribal

- : rand um i )
gation projects and projects for mj medium industria] and irri-

) . ning operatj
by the anectors and discusseq and gnalljiefaénpns were designed
ferred to in the preceding para | 2ed in the meeting re-

t .
tribal families in the selected villagen 1., S¢Cided that all the

. ages sh
the purview of the survey and househ olgl;lcdh:; t;rought under
ules were to be

f;anva§sed by interviewing the head of €ach fam
investigators specially recruited fo; this puam:]y through trained
fPOse and under the

2136

. These villages Ar5.rovshiHder

proper supervision of the senior Officers of the Tribal Research
Institutes... ... ’

. . f’:",l)"..‘t-' ‘l.;~‘. :.:x""‘

o+ +Tt was decided that Assam TR.L should conduct survey.in
25 fribal villages of the following;categories. -
.+ (1)..Villages-within Tribal Belts and Blocks ;; - 10:Nos.
s i (2) - Villages outside, Tribal Belts and Blacks. . -5 Nos.
RO (3), \:.Viuage$ﬁ9mzthe@“ﬁfeas.w‘ STPRTRINTS i, 2 ANDS.
© 1 (4) -Villages affected by installationof o vt
s o industrialiand irrigation,gomplexes - . . i
s 1 oy and MIOG PROIECES i | hapr vy T 3. Nos.
DU LT ., |T0taln25, NQS

. e et b RN
.!:'f"'lj;l'Y’rt;l-) S EUU» ’.;(lf_? 'IJ,{, foriat IR T

o Sillages withip,tribal belts and blogks age selected,from the

Pistiict Census Handhooks, 1971 with their census code num-
bers, where, the main consideration:was, the ;presence, of some

_pontrbal families withinand outside th tribel villages. This was

L flgne sp becayse ofthefact shat e village.excfusively inhabited

by tribals, the incidence of ahlena'f;;m of tntlaléan:ln ?f%nﬁpb‘a]';
would, hardly, pogur, Similarly, villages, quigice. tiba: bes > £

: ﬁﬁiia?ﬁ;o selected, fiom theiDistrist Census Handbooks.

3 ‘ the, gurview: of the survey: be-

bal families, are found.to inhabit in

cause here also someé non-tri
and around the villages.

In selecting villages from tt . e
consideration of the plains areas of the Karbi Anglong District

only since the incidence of a alienation of tribal land in the hilly
areas of the Karbi Anglong district is very very low. Similarly in

the North Cachar Hills
wet-rice cultivation are Very

tribal land is very insignificant. o o

It may be mentioned here that the tribal villages within tribal
belts arid blocks, outside tribal belts and blocks and in the hill
areas are selected at random and we did not have any previous
knowledges about the selected villages. It is expected that this

would project a true picture of the situations obtaining in these

PRI IR I

ST
b oibein

"

little, the incidence of alienation of

t

m the hill areas we have taken into |

district where the plains areas suitable for .



villages. .

So far as the selections of tribal villages in respect of alien- . °

ation of tribal land and consequent displacement caused by the

installation of irrigational and industrial complexes are concerned,, -

?ige’,l:aée not taken the help of the District Census Handbook of
Dhanshierlil SI::; Iltliselecn{lg‘the villages we have in the mind the
Assam locate%ia° O?hPIOJeCt’ the largest flow irrigation project in
Mills of the Findusths, Darrang District and the Jagiroad Paper
Distiit Both thus an Paper Corporation located in the Nagaon
and mar‘ly tribal ftfalgi(l)iJ ects have been installed in the tribal areas
‘In this ouse we es had lost their land and were displaced.
Dhansin Lo ve s?lected three affected tribal villages of
Yagiroad Papir in‘;lpfoject and two affected tribal villages of
sis of the data Provifieag(:);h t;s‘ee(;gli? ges ‘jV?:rselected on the ba-
authorities of th cer .. ation as well as the
Paper Mills e Dhansiri Irrigation Project and the Jagiroad

It may also fu .
have big mining prorjt:;; I;Z;n::tloned that in Assam we donot

of tribal land and the conseqy such the question of alienation

on this account does not ariseent dlsplaqemgnt of tribal families
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CHAPTER - IV

SURVEY OF VILLAGES WITHIN BELTS AND
. . BLOCKS
The details of the 10 (ten) tribal villages within the tribal

- belts and blocks surveyed by the Tribal Research Institute, Assam,

to find out the extent of the incidence of alienation of land are
given below in a tabular form.

TABLE - I : :
TABLE SHOWING THE DETAILS OF VILLAGES
SURVEYED WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF

TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS
sl Nameofvilage 1971 Census Nemeof NomeofTribal  Name of
No. - " Code No. Distrit ~ Belt/Block  dev. Biock
1 2 3 4 5 (5

© §/5/24  Dibrugarh  Abor Misimi Sadiya
’ Tirap Tribal Belt. -
Lakhimpur  Lakhimpur Sub-  Bordoloni
' - Montane Tribal Belt

1. - Bogurah Decpani
Kalani Miri Gaon’
9. Naharbari Mishing - 6/3/24

.Gaon . :
‘3. AmlogaPathar.  3/9/80  Sonitpur Balipara Tribal  Charduar
L Belt
4, Moholipara - - 3/5/46 Darrang  DalgoonTribal  Dalgaon
Block :
5. Tengazhar 2/9/150  MNabori  Tomulpur Tribal ~ Rangia
S S Belt
6. Kumguri 1/3/49  Kokrajhar  SidliTribol Bely.- Sidli-Sirang
7. Rajodabari- 1/I151  Kokrajhar  Ripu Tribal Block Kochugaon
8. Gohakone =+ 2/12/200  Kamrup  South Kamrup Boko
‘ ' (Choygaon Tribal
Belt).
9. Bangthai 4/5/213  MNogaon  GobhaTribal ~ Mayeng
. - Block
10. Balichora Doloni ~ 4/7/41  Nagaon  ~ Amsoi Tribal Kapil
‘ Block
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From the above table it is seenthat out of the 10 (ten) vil-
lages within the jurisdiction of tribal belts and blocks, 6 (six) fall
within'tribal belts and’ 4 (four): fall within tiibal blocks: These
villages are located in 8 (eight)-plains districts of the state and

-they fall within 10 (ten) Development Blocks,

44+ DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

The demographic data of the surveyed villa
: esar

1971 Census only since 1981 Census could e based on
Assam due to foreign nationals® agj
between the 1971 Censis and the 1t tior

' ~eNSus and the.present: population. figures
obtained from the survey arid théir ‘percentage variagiors. -
shown in the next table. # . : . . ;. P ns are

oayer £

not be conducted in

Kalditi'Miri Gaofi, it is 149"bercent A ggir o, oo ad De

e populaions i 1 b gy - K ilge
from 1971 to 1987, The Ewm,mmaoamWWWm <m5&=:=m the period
said, fur villages, can be ascribed to, migragic o L HOS-
three; villages, namely Balichopa Dolon, >s_= mainly. In the
Borgara Deopani Kalani Mir, Gaonipaci... 082 Pathar and

. .. o:u,,.v
many tribal.families from other mnM ra,m._unmhwmoa :Mﬂaw__ M,“,,oﬁ_r
ated to the vil-

b

as have

mu.o,ﬂ@m...”_.\. R _.\.,_AL_.;.M fobpnif "
In Borgarah Deopani Kalani Miri Gagp o o -
of tribidl'populatiori; the popiifition {, e gainst 149% growth

HI NN Q.T. A SRR .
A 0 12Ing t6sther comimu-
o1 -

-

itation. However difference
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nities is found to be reduced by 68% during the 16 years period
from 1971 to 1987. The out migration of non-tribal population
in such large scale has facilitated the in-migration of tribal popu-
lation into this village.

In Amloga Pathar while the percentage variation in respect
of the growth of the tribal population is found to be + 135, jn
case of non-tribal population it is found to be +72. Here z;lso
there has been in-migration of tribal population,

In Balichora Doloni as against 114% growth of tribal popu-
lation during the period from 1971 all the non-tribal families where
found to h.ave left the village reducing the growth to —100%
t'Il'lhe ct):tt-mxgration is mainly due to foreign national's agitation ixi

e state.

So far as the scheduled caste popidatio&Mthin the surveyed

villages is concerned, a very interesting fact is observed. As per

1971 Census, there was no scheduled cast PR

Mahaliapara villages. But the present survey f:vl: :ll;utl;:on. in
ence of 206 scheduled caste population in the village whi]exlst-
population belonging to other communities has be, efred :d the
- 79% during the 16 years:period from. ] 71 to 1987 Sl:rinﬂarlg

presence of 120 persons beloniing o scheduled castes is gb. ||

served in Tengajhar village while the
Census. Although as per 1971 Cengy
lation in the surveyed villages, the

presence of 25 Muslims persons in the village Mahaliapara and jt
| nd i

8 there is no Muslim popu-

is a case of in-migration. This Village ic < a
inhabited pocket, Dalgaon and‘nﬂlll-gf: I‘\s;lslstﬁ;d n.claiar a Muslim
to the village Mahalipara during the recens pas ta-ml s migrated
So far the question of the grg | °fP0puiaﬁ§ b _
to other castes and communities is o cerned in (i 1 belonging
villages within tribal belts and blocks Wlthm 16w el0 §uweyed
1971 to 1987, it is observed that thejr arowth years period from
or 0.75 percent per annum, _ - Tate is 12 percent

From this it can be seen that while the S
42 ® 8rowth of population

Te was none during 1971

in respect of tribal population in the 10 surveyed villages within
tribal belts and blocks during the 16 years' period from 1971 to
1987 is found to be + 48%, it is only + 12% in case of others.
This shows that in the tribal villages under the purview of the
survey the growth of non-tribal population has a diminishing
trend. :

TRIBAL FAMILIES AND LANDLESS TRIBAL .
FAMILIES _ '
In the following table the total number of tribal families their
percentage to tribal families and total number of landless tribal
families are indicated :-

o TABLE - 3 -

TABLE SHOWING THE TOTAL NO. OF FAMILIES,
TRIBAL FAMILIES AND NO. OF LANDLESS TRIBAL
FAMILIES IN THE SURVEYED VILLAGES WITHIN
TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS.

Totdl No.  Tofol No. Percentage Total Ro. of Percentage to
- offamilies  of S/T. . londless S/T total S/T
0 famifies” - famifies families

Sl Nome of village
No. »

. _“‘ -f- i

- Borgorah Déopani 70 ~ 42°"" 60100 3 7.14
Kalani Miri Gaon - Co
2. NaharbariMishing 117 117 100.00 1 9.40
Gaon _ _
3. Amloga Pathar 143 96 67.13 1 1.04
4. Mahalipata -~ - 131 95 72.51 5 5.26
5. Tengajhar 640 126 1968 16 1269
6. Kumguri %6 56 58.33 2 357
7. Rajadabari 53 53 100,00 Nil -
8. Gohalkona . 164 70 4268 6 8.51
9. Bangthai 89 8 9550 Nil -
10. BalichoraDoloni ~ 69 69  100.00 5 124
Total :- 1852 .809 52.12 49 6.05
From the preceding table it is seen that out of 1552 Nos. of
43




families'in the 10 villages within the tribal belts and blocks 809 |

Z.om ,How.mu..,,_w. _mﬁnwa of the families'belong to the scheduled
Sva,,_.ooﬁacnﬁam;n computing the scheduled tribes families,
E.a,_:*_,. tribal mmB_:om are-not taken into account since the hill
tribal communities are not scheduled in the plains districts of
Assam. MSEo the average number of families in the 10 surveyed '
M%wmwi__w_awwwww,\m age number of scheduled tribe families
Nos. or 6.05 percent.are 0s. of scheduled tribe families only 49

o found to be landl llages. Of
course, there dre no landless familjes. ess. In two villages,

Ot of the 49 landless tribj] fa

_MMMMo m:&% MMMM 8 acres of ceiling surplus land by the Govt. The
Ine es h; ssi

of the m:n@.oe_muwﬁ mww wwoon na wom_won £ get the possession

. .\,”r,w . . | .

Tty

, T L R DU P it
|  TYPEOFLAND 1.
The followinig tabid iyt

: - OWs the
villages within the tribal b S the

3

types of land in the surveyed
elts.and blocks. o

SIS

Tei ...Asomma ﬂmmo.n.m...,. Fable
It-is seen from the prec &ﬁ%@ww—a-&

—.O Aﬁ@bva_um.—s——wmﬁwgﬁf h s e
ey et e S s
located within Hwo tribal co_aE Ma b
which 4768 acres or 823G 1 .
381 acres or 6.58:perce vawﬂoﬁm@ are under cultivation. Only *
by irrigation. This cleary g
very insignificanit‘part F.\.E@%M,wﬁmwﬁ ﬁmmaop rather Eww_w.\um
Fallow _mn&%onogw_m Y owmna tribai villages. 755
total land. This mmﬂ._z.. m_mw.wwu thek . s
d vill i sy *3act t|
MMWMMM&M%MMH%&WMWM&BW...wﬁ. W&oﬁan_, land has been--
course, another question. " "optintiit production-i6/°6f
Out of the ﬂ%ﬁnumww." wﬁf _Jmm p%ﬁm_ il uwﬁu% £nin ﬁo
a4 4ge [and belonging

I

d blocks is 5787 acres out of ¢ .

Otal land is found to be covered _

§

169 acres or WGN percent @h,ﬁo 2
Jand utilizationmithe o

|
s9 or 18.36 percent have -, |
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Reserved Forests is found to be within

i:g;. al;lqwc?'leg the area constitutes only 0.86 percent of the total
€a 0 .v.lllages and 7.30 percent of the total land

the concerned village. Hidareaof

Area of garden land within the 10 st ‘
o _— surveved vi :
to be 112 acres which constitutes .93 pergznt :flltlﬁg :f,ls f::nd
' tal area,

Grazing land, which is general ernm

] oV i

31 acres only and it is found iiinly‘ on::;}and’ ° found.to be
0.53 percent of the total land ares B It constitutes

percent of the land area of the conc:fﬁt:: '1‘0 lages and 7817
. Area of unspecified land jg "oee.

c9nsnmte§ 13.44 percent of the t,

villages within tribal belts anq blocks:

¢ problems ¢ . A
be that of use, occupation, inheriy, cgn::ted With land whether
so.0n, land survey and settlemeng gy o5 Iefomation and
priority. The position in thig res Peration n an
tribal villages within the iy, oot TEIRHNg to the 1

asfollows:- "~ - ononioiribalt

1. Borgarah DeOpaﬁ K‘ ‘.a‘ l' .
Cadastral survey wag done ip GaOIb

1970-71 and the ‘
oo SO0 Y€ pattas were age d

after the completion of by 18§uedt0 the ¢ 'gib% _the year
2. Naharbari Mishing Gaon. recora;-bfﬁ g:tsp.ersons

Cadastral sury g M

1970-71 and the peu 20 in thig Vilage

. Wete e, y :

same year after the °°mpletie issued g gp -8 the year

spects. : o0 of the d €S In the
3. Amloga Pathar— o Y 1n al] re-

Land survey in thig v:

$ Village Was algq done gy«

[

the boundary of the vil- i

* 1970-71 and the pattas were issued to the families in the

10.

same year..
Mahalipara— -

Land survey in this village was carried out as early as 1891-
92 during British regime and the pattas were issued after the
survey. The latest survey, however, was done in the year
1970-71.

Tengajhar— -

In this village land survey was carried out in the year 1960-
61 and the pattas were issued to the persons after the comple-
tion of the survey in all respects.

Kumguri-

The first land survey in this villages was done by the British
Government as early as 1890-91 and pattas were issued
thereafter. The last survey in this village was, however, done

during 1960-61.
Rajadabari— .

'Land survey in Rajadabari village was done during the year
| 1965-66.and the pattas were issued in the same year.
Cadastral survey in this village was done during the year

1960-61 and pattas were also issued in the same year.
Bangthai— '

This village was surveyed by the British Government as early
as 1890-91 and the pattas were also issued during the same
year. The last survey, however, was done during 1965-66.

Balichora Doloni—
Land survey in this village was carried out during the year

1963-64 and the pattas were issued to the concerned families

after the completion of the survey works.

It is however seen that in all the ten villages under the pur-

view of the present survey, land survey was done and pattas to

47




the concerned families were issued after the completion ,om the
survey. ,

EXTENT OF LAND ALIENATION

In the next table the extent of alienation of tribal land is

shown. The table has been divided into two parts. In the first

part extent of alienation of land caused Y private individuals

land constitutes 3.42 perc

Coming to the mode;
stitutes the highest perce ntage
land 120.02 Acres or 60 49 - —uFe

ers, construction of schog] it 3¢ >
The above table g, wwﬂ_h%m

land 198.41 Acres, mmnnmmon cay

]

In the table the causes of alienation are indicated with code marks

TABLE - 5

TABLE SHOWING THE EXTENT OF LAND ALIENAT ION IN THE SURVEYED VILLAGES

WITHIN TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS (IN ACRES)

JdZE 8ZEZEZZZRE|R
- w o wn
g Il=s =SEsEssE=Ess==
2 fAZ2 ZZ2Z=ZZZZ2ZZZ
‘A
2
o
ol
e 3 e — 4
S-NE ZEEZEEEZEZEZZEEZEEZE
S8 :
m === o=lo
s |H8 EZEEZZZZZZ8 |8
=1 1° = |F
TIYE ZEEZEZEZEZEZEZ
ONE ZSEESEEESEEEEE
=
.mFﬂm SBINEZB8%5|5
=]
=1
ﬂu_ — A
Nz ZZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZ2ZZZZ|Z
£
2
] — e e e = =
SEhhlvlZ ZZZZZZZ=ZZ=ZZ|=
o
-3
-]
= === o=E=E==
mCSN NNN%SNNNN%.
< SV =] N
5
B e e o — — -
S lolwlE ZZEZZZZZ=Z=ZZ|=
<<
— : =
4= 88833882_|g
. ! = 3 k=] d =
Z SaoBRALIIE|Y
s
1]
(O]
[-<] L o
=4 mm.m =]
=Z=| | |88 s s|Z2
- ZWGM..mm o l=
2| | |EZE8eS£58838
= a.mamv.mmmv =55
= mum.m|.mnu.ﬂ.u1.mmm
BKNMMEKRGBM
g [ do<vovonass$

A-Sale, B- Auction by Bank, C- Forcible occupation by money lender,

A-Sale

Alienation by Acquisition
H-lrrigation Dam, |- Canal/Embankment, J- Industry
K- Housing Society, L- Any other schemes

Enchroachment by non-tribals,

oration, E-

-ArF:y other methods.

by cor
F- Mortgage/Lease, G

D- Encroachment




land is due to acquisition for public purposes.
Our survey also reveals that no land has been rendered

uncultivable in the ten surveyed villages within tri
: | , trib :
blocks due to pollution, etc, caused by industries al vo_ﬁm and

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES
So far as the educational facilities jn the
villages within the belts and blocks are g
“there are altogether 14 Nos. of &:8%%&8”%%“ onand that
of High Schools, one M.E. School-and flon 2s, Nos,
Details of these institutions are given
indicating the total number of styq
scheduled tribe students sexwise BMmW.mga Ew ﬁ.oS_ number of
facilities.

in the 10 surveyed tribal

(Please refer to Table-6)

From the table 6 it is seep that oyt
within S.c.m_ @o_a and blocks only two Mﬁ__mwhmwmmﬂﬁ%& villages
located within the boundaries of the villa Ve High Schogls
of students on the roll in these twy High ms. The tota] tumber
our survey is found to be 1461 out .a_,~ im

boys and 622 (42.57%) are girls. Oyt

)

i | e m-ﬁw
villages moigoh all the studentg M%%ang .Ea 10 tribg)
found to be tribals. Out of 74 students 43 G wm In’this schoo] re
31 (41.90%) are gils. +10%) are by
There are altogether 13 L p ¢ chools i g ._ and
i ofcontocins o s 0S8 Kooy AT
. 13 109 ;
(60.85%) are boys and 429 Awo._%\& MM. 1096 Studentg .M%w -y_
4

1096 students, 789 (71.98%) are fo re mEm Poae
students (61.85%) or 488 .ma%__a,wm 40 be tribals, (yy mww o
38.15% or 299 are girls. " POYS ad the pep -0

50

B
o

70
120
15
14
12
43
25

48

Tolal

2401150 | 90 |200 {130

16 1 40 | 25
74 | 60 | 46

7€1 42 133 |39 | 27

Students in L.P. Schools

S/T |Boys | Girls {Total {Boys |Girls | S/T |Boys | Girls

Tolal

48 |43 | 91

92| 66 | 32 | 72 | 47
1096 | 687 |429 |789 |488 | 299

3431201 (142 |287 {167

40| 25
215|144
91

URVEYED VILLAGES

31
31

" Types of schools

Students in M.E./M.V Schools -

TT Boys | Girls [ S/T [Boys | Girls [Total [Boys [ Girls

74 |43
M J43

31
31

74 143

TABLE - 6

Tolal

WITHIN TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS

196 435|263 | 172
246)128| 95| 33

Students in High Schools

198

1461] 739 | 622} 563 | 368 | 205 | 74 |43

Tota
967 | 541

TABLE SHOWING EDUCATIONAL FACALITIES IN THE S
Name of village
TOTAL-

Kalani Miri Gaon
2. | Naharbari Mishing | 494

Gaon

) k3. | Amloga Pathar

1.| Borgarah Deopani
4. | Mahaliapara
10| Balichora Doloni

5. | Tengajhar

6. | Kumguri

7.| Rajadabari

8. | Gohalkona

9. | Bangthai




COMMUNICATION Fa iy gy
In the next table Communication facjj; .
o - facilities availapje'ir 41
surveyed tribal Villages within tribal belts anq anww W_M_m.mﬁ“.o
(Please refer ¢ Table-7) )

connected with railway ¢o :
: MMunicay;
Coming to the roaq , On.
nly 4 villages 10 oMUy facilitje .
only 8€S 0t of 10 are coppacy.., 2 cilities we fin
well as fair weather roads, three ¢ that
weather roads only. It js .

TABLE SHOWING COMMUNICATION FACILITIES IN THE SURVEYED

Distance
in Km

5Km

45 Km

VILLAGES WITHIN TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS.
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| villages of Assam. The existence of such ingutar

- the 42.59@ ones is shown in a tabular wﬂg%no mm including
(Please refer to Table-g)
Now from the above table jt

|| villages there are branches of bapyg S, in seven
{|" Panchayat Offices. - . ad in 7 villages there are
| Except one village all the villages haye

like dispensaries, sub-centres, et B.o&oﬁ E,&.E.monw :
tions in 7 villages out of the 10 E?MW” MH»M&@:E instity.

villages,

and significant role, nevertheleg 50me oy
o Cw

appeared in the tribal village scene [ige the p

caders _uw<¢. als O

TABLE - 8

TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS AND VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS

IN THE SURVEYED VILLAGES WITHIN TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS.
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T TV

panchayat chief, village level worker or Gram Sevak, vill

. - . ) ”
ovoéwaﬁ chief of the- Cco-operative society, &:mmomw’wp_.&wmh
s__wmo Bob@_a..:%w etc. Now the presence of these leaders have
changed the tribal scene since they also play a ,

. . . <0 . I
- role specially in the economic field, | = o _Bmonmbﬂ
| . aomm.m refer to Table-9)
_ One important thing that js observed in the preceding

tribals. The engagement of vill, and all of them are
_ . ge chowki
lages by the villagers is a recen EonoBaMMM in these three vil-
OOBmH—m to the pres B

and the other three are non-tribalg, -
Coming to the presence of the Jll A
Sevaks we find that the Head @ mnﬁ_a“ m%mumn«m_ﬁgoawma or Gram

in 5 surveyed tribal S:wmam. Out , . Ws, are|
2 are non-tribals. ofSV.L Ws., 3 ar Ocated

56

T fﬁé,ge leadership in the 10 surveyed villages is shown :-

In the next table the structure o

3 are tribalg and

TABLE SHOWING THE VILL,

3F. LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE IN THE SURVEYED

ETI-IIN TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS.
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 3aretribals and 3 are tigntrih ), 'e-ude‘-’f::-out_;.pf 6.m

So far as the question of leadership in the fi ' :

_ ar ast eld of Co- -
tive societies is concerned, it may be mentioned he(r)e (ti;toiﬁe::
plains district of Assam irrespective of the tribal and general are
eas, there are G.P.S.Ss. or Goan Panchayat level CO-operativ‘;

Societies instead of LAMPs. Of course in the trib, al villagos thore,
re

mightf:)e other types of co-operative soci
seen from preceding table that 7 co-operative <o
(Chairmen) are located in 7 surveyed .Ope;:’;:)ve society leiefs
are found to be tribals, the remaini gnlllag4 fUt of 10. While 3
tribals. ; aining 4 are found to be nop-

eties also. However, it

Mahajans are mostly non-trih

. : -tribals. Mo

5 vill neylend '

in 5 villages and the mmber o fmoneylpg. €IS could be [ocateq

one village there are twg Moneylenur. 1813 found 1o pe ¢ In
bals; oneyle

= >

 Inthréerillan

find the presence of not only §/7 ypor s £ OFOurse, i
: ta QT

lender also.

33
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. percent belong t

CHAPTER- V.
In this chapter details of the data obtained by canvassing the
household schedules in the tribal families of the ten villages within
the tribal belts and blocks are furnished.

VITAL STATISTICS
The following table shows the vital statistics like the tribewise
distribution of scheduled tribe families, sexwise distribution of"
tribal populaiion,f marital status, etc.
In the column Nos. 4 to 9, the communities are shown with

codes as follows :-

Mishing -

Mech - -B

Bodo Kachari-C

Rabha -D

Lalung -E

Karbi -F

(Please refer to Table-10)

From the preceding table it is seen that altogether there are

809 Mo ofsakaduled b familiesin the surveyed villages within

cks. Out of 809 families 240 Nos. or 29.66

percent belong to the Mishing (Miri) community, 15 Nos. or
1.85 percent belong to the Mech community, 384 Nos. or 49.46
o the Bodo-Kacharis, 16 Nos. or 1.97 percent
belong to the Rabhas, 149 Nos. or 18.41 belong to the Lalung
(Tiwa) community and 5 Nos. or 0.61 percent are Karbis (Mikir).
Although the Karbis are not enlisted as a scheduled tribe in the
plains areas of Assam, nevertheless they are enlisted as a sched-
uled tribe in the hill areas. Since under the provisions of the Chap-
ter X of the.Assam Land and Revenue Regulation Amendment
Act 1947, they are one of the protected classes within tribal belts

and blocks. The five Karbi families found to inhabit in the
o 59 ‘

the tribal belts and bl




" Marital Status
Married |Unmarried

14
158
669
580
417
606
224
252
241
419
319
3885

Balichora Doloni Gaon have, therefore, been brought under the
purview of the survey. The total number of population in the 809
surveyed tribal families is found to be 6081, the number of males
is 3112 and the number of females is 2961. The number of fe-

13
103
306
336
234
339
124
110
160
274
220
2196

$/T population sexwise

males per 1000 males is, therefore, 951. So far as the martial
status is concerned it is found that out of 6081 persons 2196 or

36.11 percent are found to be married.

Totol
12
261
975
916
651
945

348

362

391

693

539

6081

Female
11
148

489
443
310
465
168

186

177

316

267

1969

AGE-GROUPS
The following table shows the age-groups of the tribal popu-

Male
10
113
486
473
341
480
180
176
214
377
272
3112

TABLE - 10

VILLAGES WITHIN TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS.

| lation of the ten surveyed villages within the tribal belts and blocks.
(Please refer to Table-11) o .

From the preceding table it is seen @5 out o.m &nﬁg tribal
population of 6081 in the 10 surveyed s__umm.m ﬁg.ﬁg belts
and blocks 1129 Nos. or 18.56 percent are within the age group
: of 0 to 6 years ; 1661 Nos, or 27.31 percent are found to be in
_ the age group of 6 years to 15-years ; 1100 persons or 18.08
M percent are found to be in the age group of 15 years to 25 years,

f 25 years to 40
1267 Nos. or 20.83 percent aré 1 the group o .
. w.own,m_aa 924 woagv or 15.19 percent are found to be in the

age group of 40 years and above.
The total number of persons 13
ally constitutes the working force comes

F

9
5
5

E

8

85
64
149

. Tribewise 'Di_‘stribuﬁon of S/T families

years and above who gener-
to 3291 or 54.11 per-

A
4
42

Tottil No.

cent of the total population.
LITERACY AND EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

240

3

42

117
96

95
126
56
53
70
85
69

TABLE SHOWING THE VITAL STATISTICS OF TRIBAL POPULATION IN THE SURVEYED

two tables, that is, .?Eo..ﬁ and Table-13 .&o
mmﬁwm%”ahmﬁvaogs% and the educational level of the tribal
population in the surveyed villages within tribal belts and blocks

are shown.

m;

Kalani Miri Gaon

~2

Noms of illage | of S
ams of village | f:migs
Total-

(Please refer to Table-12 & 13)

Gaon

s,

1. | Borgarah D
2. | Naharbari Mishing

it can be seen that the percentage of

No.

3. [ Amloga Pathar
4. { Mahaliapara

8. | Tengajhar

6. | Kumguri

7. | Rajadabari

10] Balichora Doloni

8. | Gohalkona -
9. | Bangthai

| table - 12 1t
From the tribal population in the 10 surveyed

literacy among 6081 Nos: 0 Pop:

A- Mishing, B- Mech, C- Bodo Kachar, D- Rabha, E- Lalung; (Tiwa), F- Karbl.

g




TABLE ll '

TABLE SHOWING THE AGE GROUPS OF THE TRIBAL POPULATION IN THE SURVEYED
VILLAGES WITHIN TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS.

-

SL 1 Name of village Total No. of = - r - Ago Groups . T—
No.| ™ 98 | S.I. Population Oto 6rYems'= ' 61015yrs:-. 15yrs. 10 25yrs. | 25yrs. 10 40yrs. | 40yrs. and above
1 ,2 . 3 - 4’ - B 5 i & : 6 N 7 -7\‘, o ‘ 8 .
.| Borgarah Deopani 65 58 .. 46 B
Kalani Miri Gaon . g Co L PR
2.|Naharbari Mishing| 975 328 150 185- 116
'Gaon . . c ) N
3. Amloga Pathar 916 228 T a7 158
4. { Mahaliapara 651 145 12 ] us 104
5. [ Tengajhar 945 229 . 168" i 188 148"
6. | Kumguri 348 101. e 66 43
7. | Rajadabari 362 120 75 65 50
8. | Gohalkona 391 109 - 84 91 50
9. | Bangthai 693 = 191 - 146 156 114
10] Balichora Doloni | 539 145 106 105 90
| 6081 1661 1100 1267 924
TABLE -12

\

TABLE SHOWING THE PERCENTAGE OF LITERACY AMONG THE TRIBAL POPULATION
' OF THE SURVEYED VILLAGES WITHIN TRIBAL BELTS AND BLOCKS ‘

|y Totol ST. | TotalNo.of| . ‘%~ | Total No. of | TotalNo.of | % [ Total No. of | Total No_ of | %
No| Nomeolvilage | popiiion: lteracy | . | - of males |maleliteracy| . '| fomale |femaleliteracy|
1 2 3 4 fv5 ] 7 8 . 9 - 10. 11
1.| Borgarah Deopani| 261 92 | ‘324 13 | 50 | 4424 148 42 | 2837
Kalani Miri Gaon | o , _
2. | Naharbari Mishing| 975 - 384 30.38 486 |1 226 46.50 489 158 32.31
Gaon B ; )
3. | Amloga Pathar 916 264 28.82 473 161 - 34.03 443 103 23.25
4. | Mahaliapara 651 17 26.16 341 105 .30.79 310 66 21.39
5. | Tengajhar 945 79 1 .835 480 51 10.62 465 28 "1 6.02
6. | Kumguri 348 79 22.70 180 47 26.1 168 32 19.04
7. | Rajadabari - 362 108 29.83 176 63 35.79 | 186 45 24.1}9
8. | Gohalkona 391 164 41.94 214 5 108 50.46 1 56 31.63
9. | Bangthai 693 289 | L{ﬁ 70 377 | 165 43.76.| - 316 124 739.24
10| Balichora Doloni 539 122 22.63 272 78 28.67 267 44 | 1647
Total- 6081 1752 | 28.81 3112 1054 33.86 2969 698 ] 23.52




e —————

£

- -

m.. el m. m@m m&m -m = El3 villages withinthe tribal belts-and blocks is 28.81 only. As per
m g w my mm 2 mﬂmm F8s g 1971 nwnmzm the percentage om,_:man« among the plains tribal
n .ﬂ. . w m_. 53 um g .mu wm 2| & communities .imw::oﬁoﬁb slightly &_m.:o_. Em: 20. Z&o:mw
.m s _. R uph "1 from the %S_“,oo,:n&omwba@%aﬂ@o tribal MEwm_om sw annwb
m & LA generalize ithe-present level of literacy for the plains tribes i

e S B -y s Assam. nevertheless; we caii say that the present level of literacy

4
A

22 123 |24

18

has shown somme improvement from 20% in 1971 to 28.81% in
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for males is 33:86;:it:is 23.52.for females about 10 percent less
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than that of males: From this it can be inferred that in the field of

tribal education the female are yet to come forward and partici-
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percentage.of literacy is found to’be more than 41. But the vil-
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lage Tengajhar has the lowest percentage of literacy and that is
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8.35 only, Again, the percentage of male literacy is found to vary
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from 10,62 to 50.46, while the percentage of female literacy is
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to have read upto primary level and their sexwi
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in the rural areas ‘of Assam people are not at all habituated in
keeping a record of their income and expenditure since nobody
bothers about the maintenance of a family budget. Hence in cal-
culating the annual income the value of goods produced and the
services rendered at the cusrent price is.taken into account. -
The table given hereunder has also shown the average an-
nual income of the families and also per capita income of the

scheduled tribes population in the 10 surveyed villages within-

the tribal belts and blocks. ) .
. (Please refer to Table-14) T

vw-seen from the preceding table that 60.25 percent of
d from land. Of course the percent-
village. The percentage is
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the annual income is derive
age is found to vary from village to
found to vary from the minimum
73.65. Wherever ‘there are izeable earnings from employment

or from wages, the percentage from land is found to be quite

low. However, the high percentage of earning from land shows
' ndent on the primary sec-

that the tribal people are mostly depe

tor. . : S

The second highest sourcé of income is from employment

and it accounts fro 15.10P inual incor

the surveyed families: Like land its percentage is also found to
om a minimum of 3.56 to the maxi-

vary from village to village fr : > the max
mumn of 44.76. From this it becomes evident that the tribal people

have become more and mor

.whether be that selfaetnpliymgnt or employment in the public
‘and private sectors. -
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ercent of the total annual income: of

re employment oriented minded

source of income is found to be wage-
for 902 percent of the total annual in-

earning and it accounts for §. percert
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‘ labourers and as daily labourers under
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wi. In this copy, ctionit es from g the Forest Department. Like the previous two sources, namely,
66 aybestateq ., land and employment, the percentage of this source is also found
. to vary from village to village. Such percentage variation is in
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