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= Jount Secretary (Union Lemrtory),
shimpnry of Lome Allairs,
dewwe Delhi

s Madam/Sir,
y Through' The Dean of Arts, University of Delhi.

“iun WIIng to request perniission to carry out linguistic research in the Nicobar Islands
1 ween the months of March and April 2008. The purpose of my research tnp 1s to study
“u languages of the tribal communities living in this area. This work is of utmost
¢ mpartanee beeanse linguists estimale that languages like these, which are spoken by
eeniy groups with very small populations, are in danger of dying out within the next
2 100 years  these languages are, therefore, considered endangered languapes. Just as
o5 work hend to study and protect endangered animals and plants, linguists
der 1t an urgent priority that endangered languages should be studied in depth as
mickly a2 possble and thid every effort should be made to heip preserve them
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4 s BEeader m (e Department of Linguistics, University of Delhi, my research

ecialization 1s the documentation of endangered languages. As the enclosed CV shows,

fve worked previously on Betta Kurumba, the language of a tribal community living in

Milgin Mountains of Tamil Nadu. My goal is to work next on the tiibal languages of

Micobars. For this work, 1 will need 1o visit settlements on various islands, where 1

Lintervisw speakers of Nicobarese. In my interviews, T will ask speakers for words,

entones and folktales jn their mother tongue, which [ will analyse so as to discover the
e+ of thel languages 1 his basic method will be used to gradually gather more and

o lunguage data, whicl: will be analysed to discover the unique struclure of each of

s AGEUREES

lave contac.d the Deputy Commissioner of South Andaman district, as well as the
seputy Comnussioner of Nicobar distnet. They bave told me that they will give
. 1y esion for my work, but that 1 should first get a letter from the Home Ministry
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